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BRIEF HISTORY OF FBC CASTROVILLE 
In the early 1950s, several Baptist 
families in Castroville, who had been 
meeting for worship in their homes, 
decided to establish a more 
permanent place of worship. Since 
there was no Baptist church in town, 
the group began meeting at the 
local grade school (which is now City 
Hall).   
 
In 1954, the congregation began 
building a new facility located on the west side of town where the Castroville post office current 
stands. Services began a few months later. By 1974, a larger chapel was built on the site, 
growth continued and the congregation sought out a larger plot of land. The perfect location 
was just across highway 90, the present location of FBC Castroville. Two buildings were 
constructed in 1987 the Sanctuary and the Education Building.  
 
Today, there are four buildings—the Worship Center, Education Building, Student Chapel (old 
sanctuary), and the Missions Building. The Worship Center is a 14,000 square foot building 
which serves as a multi-use space—it opened November 2015. 
 
CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor—Rodney Knous 
Missions Minister—Tina Santee 
Children’s Minister—Debra McDonel 
Worship Leader—Stephanie Randles 

Secretary—Deb Torres 
Custodian—Sharon McVay 
Mother’s Day Out Director—Emilyn Hatfield 

 
DEMOGRAPHICS/STATISTICS 

Historically the average Sunday worship attendance 
ranged from 300 to 370 (2017-2019). 2020 statistics 
were, of course, affected by COVID-19. The typical 
attendance over the past months has been between 
220 and 280. The first quarter of 2021, we have 
celebrated 11 baptisms and anticipate many more as 
more are reached with the gospel.  
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MINISTRIES 
Missions Ministry is very active with food distributions (at least 2 a month) to those in need in 
the surrounding community. The Outreach team explores creative and meaningful engagement 
with the people of Castroville and surrounding areas. More opportunities to serve include 
homeless ministry (San Antonio), Eagle Pass Mission (VBS, work projects, sports camps), and 
upcoming international mission work in Malawi, Africa.  
 
Children’s Ministry offers great opportunities for children to grow in their understanding in 
relationship with God through all the ages and stages. Sunday morning ministries range from 
the cradle to 5th grade with many kids leading worship or serving their peers. Wednesday nights 
are full of life and action as KidMin engages children with lively worship, engaging teaching, and 
small group connection.  
 
Youth Ministry has really taken off in the last few months. Volunteers are actively investing in 
student’s lives and ensuring they are making connections with God and one another during this 
interim time. Currently, the Student Ministry averages between 25-30 students. The students 
and the families are ready and excited for what’s next in Student Ministry.  


