
 

  

By Margo Perez  
Newsletter  Editor 

The Council elected to create a private school will be presenting plans for the church 
to approve at the business meeting at 7 pm Wednesday, March 18.  Because of the high 
interest in this topic, the meeting will be in the sanctuary. 

Many ideas have been discussed and state guidelines reviewed, but nothing is set in 
stone until the church approves it on March 18. The ideas will be presented to the Church 
Council on March 8, but the business meeting is being delayed one week because it would 
occur during Spring Break and many families will be out of town. 

Tentative plans that will be discussed at the business meeting include: 

• Approving a name for the school 

• Possibly serving 4-year-olds through fifth grade 

• Adopting an estimate of costs to open the school 

• Determining tuition costs and a registration cost 

• Setting salaries for a director and the teachers 

• Determining if church members will get a discount or other preferences such as early 
registration 
The Council plans to assign some members to visit some church schools in the area to 

avoid “re-inventing the wheel.”  
They also are discussing starting a wait list to gauge interest and to allow parents to 

know they are in line when the school starts taking registrations. 
Watch for a link at the top of our church website (www.fbccastroville.com) for an-

nouncements and updates. 
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The volunteers who were elected to serve as the council to create a private school are, from left, 
Dan McDowell, Jacy Maples, Tammy Goulas, Margo Perez, Pat Becker and  

Linda Weber. Justin Russell and Emilyn Hatfield serve as resources 

 March 
Mar 1 (Sun)-Church Ministry 
Fair and Justin Russell preaches 
Mar 8 (Sun)-Daylight saving 
time begins 
Mar 9-10 (Mon-Tues)-Alpha 
Young Men’s Spring campout 
Mar 15 (Sun)-San Antonio 
Aquarium Trip, 4pm (meet at 
aquarium)  
Mar 22 (Sun)-Children’s Sunday 
Service  
Mar 29 (Sun)-Watoto Children’s 
Choir During Worship Service 

Regular Activities 
AWANA – Sundays, 1:30-3pm.  
AWANA XL– Wednesdays, 6:30-
7:30pm 
Pack Homeless Kits – 1st Tuesday, 
11:30am, Fellowship Hall  
Ladies Bible Studies—Tuesdays at 
9:45am,10am and 7pm in the 
Fellowship Hall 
Bible Study & Prayer – 
Wednesdays, 6:30pm, Fellowship 
Hall.  
Men’s Morning Word—Thursdays 
at 7am at Sammy’s Restaurant  
Prime Timer’s Lunch—Senior 
Adults—2nd Thursday of the 
month—11:30am at Bill Miller  
Food Truck Distribution—3rd 
Thursday—volunteers needed at 
12:30pm, distribution starts at 2pm.  
Food Pantry Distribution – Last 
Thursday, 10am. 

 

SAVE THE DATES 
April 5 (Sun)-Tenebrae 
Service for the adults and 
Children’s Lego Movie 
“The Passion”  for the 
children 
April 5 & 12 (Sun)-Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering 
during Worship Service 
April 12 (Sun)-Helicopter 
Egg Drop  

Connections — November 2019 Connections — December 2019 

Pastor Ben and the Praise Team  enjoying the song, “There is Power in the Blood” 

Connections — March 2020 

Council elected to create 
private school starts work  

http://www.fbccastroville.com


 

 

 

2 

Get ready for a stirring musical performance when FBCC hosts the Watoto Children’s 
Choir, a group of 16 orphans from Uganda, during the 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, 
March 29.  Invite friends and family because the performance is free and open to the pub-
lic. They visit us every other year. 
 
The brand new concert, “We Will Go,” presents the story of abandoned African children 
and vulnerable women who have been empowered to rise above their circumstances and 
answer the call to be part of the new Africa – ready to make a difference in the world. The 
choir is on a six-month tour in the U.S. 
 
Like Africa, the production is vibrant and colorful, taking you on an emotional journey 
from utter despair to joyous celebration, as the children and women share their personal 
stories of triumph in story and song. 
 
Watoto Children’s Choirs have traveled extensively since 1994, sharing a message of hope 
for Africa’s most vulnerable children and women. On almost every day of the year, the 
choir is performing somewhere in the world. Hundreds of thousands of people get to meet 
some of Africa’s future leaders. People see their smiles and are embraced by their hugs. 
 
Each child in the choir has suffered the loss of one or both of their parents but they have 
been rescued and now live in a Watoto village. Watoto is a holistic child-care solution initi-
ated to serve the dire needs of the people of Africa. 
 
A love offering for the choir and proceeds from sale of the album will help Watoto provide 
vulnerable children and women with homes, education, medical care, and most of all, the 
love of family. 

Watoto Children’s Choir to perform 

exciting, energetic concert on March 29  

In the Loop 

Various groups within the church will be tables of information at the Ministry Fair before and after the worship service in 
the Worship Center on Sunday, March 1.  Each group is seeking volunteers to serve in the ministries. There is a huge variety so 
match your talents and gifts with something where you can get involved in the life of your church. You do not need to be a 
church member to help with ministries. 

Some of them are: 

• Children’s Ministry 

• Student Ministry 

• Missions Ministry 

• Building & Grounds 

• Finance Committee 

• Personnel Committee 
 
The Church Ministry Teams are: Audio Visual, Care, Cemetery, Communications, Hospitality/Decorating, Mother’s Day Out,      
Music/Worship, Ordinances, Outreach & Events, Safety, Sunday School, Usher & Welcome 

 

 
The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering is designated for home missions. It provides funds to train, resource and send thousands 
of missionaries involved in church planting and compassion ministries across the United States and Canada. Our goal this year 
is $2,000. 

If you have a drone with a camera that could fly above our church complex to take a video, please contact Communi-
cations Ministry Team Lead Ginger Carnes at gcarnes2@satx.rr.com. 

The church website is undergoing a major update as we prepare to advertise for a prospective pastor. The Pastor Search Commit-

tee is preparing a Church Profile that will tell candidates about our church and community. 

mailto:gcarnes2@satx.rr.com
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Winners from left, Dee Smith, 3rd 
place; Ariel McDonel and Kinlee 
McDonel, 2nd place;  
Buck Maples, 1st place. 



 

 

 

San Antonio Aquarium Visit  

 

Children’s  
Camp   
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By Debra McDonel   
Children’s Minister 

Children’s camp registration opened Feb 2! Camp cost 
is $170 per camper and per leader. We would like every 
child, from 3rd grade to 6th grade, to have a chance to expe-
rience the peace of God in the beauty of His creation. If 
your child would like to attend and is in need of sponsor-
ship, please talk to our Children’s Minister, Debra McDo-
nel. Payment plans are available. Camp this year is June 
15 -18.  

Since 1920, Alto Frio has had the same mission: To be 
a place of God where one can go to experience the sereni-
ty of God for renewal, retreat, and spiritual growth. Set in 
the Texas Hill Country, along the refreshing Frio River, 
seekers of all ages have come to find the peace of God in 
the beauty of His creation at Alto Frio. If you have been 
searching for somewhere to disconnect from the hectic day
-to-day grind and to reconnect with the spirit of God, Alto 
Frio is the place for you!  For more information please see 
our Children’s Minister, Debra McDonel, at 830-212-
1703. Don’t wait to sign up; we have a large group that 
attends each year and spaces are limited! 

Matt, Courtney,  
Reagan & Madalyn 

Aldrich 

This newsletter is the leadership’s way to keep you in 
the loop. To submit items, send to Margo Perez at Mar-
go9326@yahoo.com.  
 
 
Deadline is the Sunday after the monthly Business Meet-
ing. The newsletter is published the first Sunday of each 
month. It is sent via e-mail and it is available on the 
What’s Happening tab of the church website. Printed 
copies are available in the Worship Center foyer.  

First Baptist Church of Castroville 

1408 Alsace  

PO Box 1056 

Castroville, TX 78009 

 

Phone: 830-538-3220 
E-mail: fbccastroville@sbcglobal.net 
Website: www.fbccastroville.com 
Facebook: First Baptist Church of Castroville 
 

By Jeromy Kusch   
Student Minister 

We recently wrapped up our study on ”Sheep and 
Wolves” in the Bible, which led us to our current study 
on “Biblical Truth and False Doctrine.” The goal is to 
understand how the Bible teaches us to distinguish be-
tween what is Truth, according to His Word (Proverbs 
30:5-6), and what is false. The Bible warns us to be 
alert to any teaching, doctrine, or prophecy that leads 
us away from God and from His Truth. This is a monu-
mental challenge our students face every day, but also 
one many will have to endure as they head off to col-
lege as soon as they graduate from high school.  
 
Some important dates to keep in mind: 
March 9-10: Spring Break Camp Out 
 
Every Wednesday: 6-7:30pm youth services 
Every Tuesday: 6-7pm Young Men's and Young La-
dies' Bible Studies 
Every Sunday: 9:30-10:15am Sunday School 
 
We also set up a private Facebook group for our youth 
families for the purpose of sharing announcements,  
lessons from our studies, pictures and videos from our 
times together. If you would like to join, you need to 
either be a parent or guardian of a teen or be a teenager 
involved in youth activities during the week. Visit our 
youth Facebook page @TheMovement317, like and 
follow that page (which is required) then you can mes-
sage to request to join the private group. 
 

VBS is just around the corner, July 27-31 and our children’s 
minister has already been working hard on this event! Now is the 
time to sign up to volunteer! We have two groups, the small group, 
led by MDO Director Emilyn Hatfield (ages 3-years-old to Pre-K) 
and the large group, led by Children’s Minister Debra McDonel 
(Kinder thru 7th grade). If you are interested in helping, we would 
love for you to join our team! Please see the signup sheet on the 

children’s information table.  

Our Children’s Ministry will be visiting the San An-
tonio Aquarium on March 15. This is a free event pro-
vided to our entire Children’s Ministry families. We en-
courage you to invite loved ones, best friends and neigh-
bors to join us during this event.  Please text Debra 
McDonel at 830-212-1703 with your family’s last name 
and how many will be in your party. You definitely do 
not want to miss this!  

VBS is Coming Soon 


